
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



58 Hebeaioa 

The chapters on survivals of the Ishtar cult in later Semitic religion 

and on the influence of the Semites on the non-Semitic world are full of 

interest and contain little to which one can take exception. However 

one may differ from certain of the author's conclusions, one cannot fail 

to recognize that this is an important contribution to the study of 

Semitic religions. Enormous labor has been spent in gathering the facts, 

and the constant reference to sources in the footnotes makes the work 

invaluable. The book is interesting as well as learned, and the general 

reader will be well repayed by a perusal. For students of comparative 

religion this will surely become a chief authority. 

Lewis B. Paton. 
Haetpoed Theologicai. Sbminaet. 



STUDIES IN HEBREW METER.' 

In this second part of his Studien Sievers gives the metrical exam- 
ples promised in Part I (see this Journal, April, 1902), together with 
some remarks extending or modifying his previous position; in these 
remarks he makes acknowledgment of the kindness of Professor H. 
Gunkel, who has gone over the examples and offered valuable sug- 
gestions. In Part II, as well as in Part I, Sievers has declined to accept 
emendations of passages that, though unintelligible, are metrically good, 
and has generally refrained from indicating by dividing lines the inde- 
pendent parts of chapters ; both these procedures he now (in his added 
remarks) thinks mistaken. Certainly a metrist, when he is illustrating 
or seeking for principles, should not introduce emendations except 
where these are correct beyond all question ; but he should always indi- 
cate corrupt passages when they are cited, and it would be better to omit 
such. Sievers's additional remarks relate to the septenary (7-beat) line, 
the retraction of the accent, geminates before s'wa, and the accentuation 
of segolates at the end of a verse. The septenary he now regards as a 
specially characteristic and typical form of the narrative or (what he 
looks on as the same thing) the popular poetry ; and (in agreement with 
Gunkel) he retains such lines even in poems that are wholly or predomi- 
nantly senary. He, however, holds this view of the septenary as only 
provisional, to be tested by further investigation ; and, in fact, his illus- 
trations do not appear to be convincing. In Gen. 49 : 8, for example, a b, 
which in the text he makes ternary (by omitting Sir\bt)» he now takes as 
septenary (retaining TT\^)- But here c is the proper parallel to a (b is 
interpolation or gloss), and the two are clearly ternary. In vs. 13 of the 
same chapter the first "jIH is inappropriate, is wanting in the Septuagint 
(Codd. ABF), and should be omitted ; there remains a satisfactory ter- 
nary couplet. The retention of tlTS and the second ^'iHi, in Deut. 32 : 39 

1 Meteische Sttjdibk. I. Studiek zub Hebe&ischen Meteik. Zweitee Teil : 
Textpeoben. Von Eduard Sievers, Mitglied der KOnigl. Sachs. Gesellschaft der Wissen- 
schaften. Des XXI. Bandes der Abhandlungen der philologisch-historischen Classe der 
KOnigl. Saohsisehen Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften No. II. Leipzig: B. O. Teubner, 1901 
iy + 195 pp. [numbered continuously with Part I, pp. 404-599]. M. 6. 
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is not supported by the Septuagint, and is certainly for the worse. Sievers 
himself points out the suspicious character of the text of 2 Sam. 23 : 1-7, 
and can hardly, therefore, insist on the QnbS in vs. 6. In a number of 
cases (Isa. 3 : 1, 24 ; 5 : 31 ; Amos 2 : 13 ; Ps. 5 : 13, al.) he obtains seven 
beats by the retention of such words as nSH > "'S^ > ''35^ > mtT' > words 
peculiarly exposed to scribal caprice ; in other cases, especially in narra- 
tive passages (as Jonah 1:3; Mai. 1:7; Hag. 1 : 10), it is doubtful whether 
rhythm proper is to be recognized. There remain lines (as Isa. 1 : 28) in 
which a sequence of seven beats is probable. But such sequences may 
just as well be divided into two lines, of four and three beats respectively 
— an arrangement that accords with the general form of Hebrew verse: 
the quinary is really ternary and binary, and the senary is usually a 
double ternary ; Prov. 3 : 14 is to be emended by omitting 'nflg before 
flClD ) and the following verse is ternary. Sievers appears, therefore, to 
find the septenary in a number of passages in which the text does not 
favor it, and in general to attach too much importance to it ; in fact, it 
may be doubted whether it can properly be regarded as a metrical unit 
in the Hebrew system. 

In regard to retraction of accent Sievers thinks that he has been 
heretofore too timid, and he now abandons the Masoretic tradition 
(except, of course, as a suggestion) and relies wholly on the natural 
rhythmical relations. It is difficult, he points out, in many cases to 
decide between the etymological tone and the rhythmical tone, and the 
proper accentuation of certain passages must remain doubtful — in such 
cases our judgment must be guided by the logical sequence and the ear, 
now one, now the other, being allowed the greater weight. In addition 
to the discussion in Part I he here considers especially the displacement 
of the chief accent two syllables ; for example, in Isa. 2 : 8 (T'T' iTB5/ab) 
he reads : loma'seyadau. It need hardly be remarked that such read- 
ings must be regarded as tentative; we may construe a passage 
rhythmically in a way satisfactory to ourselves, but we cannot be sure 
that we have read it as the composer intended ; Grimme's suggestion as 
to the desirableness of investigating all Semitic meters is in point. The 
retraction to the second syllable is easiest when a s'wa is passed over, 
but there are cases, in Sievers's opinion, in which a full vowel may be 
overleaped. Uncertainties, like those referred to above, occur in the 
treatment of geminates before s'wa. In Part I Sievers, rather, he says, 
instinctively than from special investigation of the point, has refrained 
from giving two accents to long words with article and s'wa-sy liable — 
these he has usually reduced to their short form ; he still holds to this 
position in general, but asks whether the long form should not be 
retained oftener than he has done. For such forms no invariable rule 
can be laid down ; the same reader may differ in his rhythmical rendition 
at different times, and it is not unlikely that temple singers and reciters 
and other persons of the ancient time varied the accentuation, not only 
according to the logical demands of the passages read, but also accord- 
ing to the feeling of the moment. The same remark will probably hold 
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of the accentuation of segolates, which (as is remarked in the notice of 
Part I) is a question for special determination in every particular case. 
Sievers so far modifies his former view as to hold the normal (barytonic) 
accentuation as the more probable, and to regard the difference of treat- 
ment of segolates in the Old Testament as reflecting the contrast, not 
between older and younger forms, but between the delivery of speech 
and that of song. The questions, he says, need further investigation. 

The greater part of the volume is taken up with the illustrative texts, 
which are printed as in Part I, the Hebrew text on one page, and on the 
opposite page the transliteration, with indication, on the margin, of the 
rhythmical structure of every line. There are useful footnotes, and, at 
the end of the book, some additional notes on the text, including a 
number of remarks by Gunkel. It is to be hoped that Sievers will 
continue his admirable work which has already done so much to excite 
interest and guide investigation in Hebrew metric. 

C. H. Toy. 
Hakvaed Univeesitt. 



METRICAL PROBLEMS OF THE PSALTER.' 

The questions here discussed by Grimme affect in part all Hebrew 
poetry, in part the Psalter (and Hab., chap. 3) only. In four sections 
he considers the general principles of psalm meter, the possibility of 
metrical variety in a single poem, the strophic structure of the Psalms, 
and the metrical and text-critical significance of Paseq-Legarmeh. He 
is not hopeful of a satisfactory construction of Hebrew metric until the 
whole mass of Semitic metrical forms has been examined, and the tonic 
laws of the primitive Semitic tongue and the relation of the Hebrew 
meter to that of other Semitic peoples have been determined. Mean- 
time he reaffirms the metrical principles that he has laid down in his 
preceding essays, and applies them in the criticism of the Psalms, offer- 
ing a number of emendations based on metrical considerations. It is 
noteworthy that in his emendations he makes almost no use of his mora- 
system, which in his introduction (pp. 9-20) he illustrates at length. 
His examination of the text (in which he finds himself generally opposed 
to Duhm) contains many good critical and grammatical remarks, 
together with some that will hardly stand ; special attention may be 
called to his treatment of Pss. 18, 103, 110, 119, 139 as excellent (but in 
14 : 3, 4 he is driven, by the desperate state of the text, to credit the 
psalmist with calling Israel " Yahweh's bread"). 

As to variation of meter within the limits of a single psalm, his 
objection to it may be regarded as in general just ; we do not expect 
such variation in poets so skilled as most of the psalm-writers are. He 

1 PSALMENPEOBLEME : UnTEESUCHUNGEN OBEE MeTEIK, STEOPHIK CND PasEQ DBS 

PSALMENBCOHES. [In CoUectanea Friburgensia, VerOfEentUchungen der UniversltSt Frei- 
burg (Schwoiz) : Neue Folge, Fasc. Ill (12 der ganzen Eeihe)]. Von Hubert Grimme. 
Freiburg (Schweiz) : Kommission^verlag der Univeraitdtsbuchha-iidlung {B. Yeith), 1902. 
Tiii + 2M pp. 9fr. 



